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PART 9: EQUINE VIRAL ARTERITIS 

I. INTRODUCTION 

THE PURPOSE OF THIS RULE REGARDING EQUINE VIRAL ARTERITIS (EVA) IS TO PROTECT THE EQUINE INDUSTRY 
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO. CLINICAL DISEASE DUE TO EAV INFECTION IS A REPORTABLE DISEASE TO THE 
COLORADO STATE VETERINARIAN. EQUINE VIRAL ARTERITIS (EVA) IS A CONTAGIOUS DISEASE OF HORSES 
CAUSED BY THE EQUINE ARTERITIS VIRUS (EAV). EVA IS OF SPECIAL ECONOMIC CONCERN BECAUSE IT CAN 
RESULT IN ABORTION IN PREGNANT MARES, ILLNESS AND DEATH IN YOUNG FOALS, AND ESTABLISHMENT OF THE 
CARRIER STATE IN STALLIONS. THE IMPORT CONTROL POLICIES OF MOST COUNTRIES CURRENTLY DENY ENTRY TO 
CARRIER STALLIONS AND EAV-INFECTIVE SEMEN BECAUSE OF THE ASSOCIATED DISEASE RISKS. IT IS IMPORTANT 
TO ENABLE THE ABILITY TO REQUIRE TESTING OF SOME HORSES PRIOR TO VACCINATION TO DEMONSTRATE THAT 
ANTIBODY TITERS ARE DUE TO VACCINATION RATHER THAN NATURAL INFECTION. THE VAST MAJORITY OF 
COLORADO HORSES HAVE NEVER BEEN EXPOSED TO THE VIRUS; THEREFORE, THE RISK OF SPREAD OF INFECTION 
IN COLORADO IS SIGNIFICANT. 

II. DEFINITIONS  

A. "ACCREDITED VETERINARIAN" MEANS A VETERINARIAN LICENSED BY THE COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF 
REGULATORY AGENCIES, VETERINARY MEDICAL EXAMINERS AND APPROVED BY THE UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE (USDA) IN ACCORDANCE WITH 9 CODE OF FEDERAL REGULATIONS § 
161 (2002) TO PERFORM FUNCTIONS REQUIRED FOR STATE OR COOPERATIVE STATE AND FEDERAL 
ANIMAL DISEASE CONTROL AND ERADICATION PROGRAMS. 

B. “APPROVED LABORATORY" MEANS A LABORATORY APPROVED BY THE STATE VETERINARIAN TO 
CONDUCT OFFICIAL TESTING FOR EQUINE VIRAL ARTERITIS. 

C. "BOOK" OR "BOOKING" MEANS THE CONTRACTING OR SCHEDULING OF A MARE TO BE BRED TO A 
STALLION. 

D. “CARRIER” MEANS A STALLION THAT HAS A POSITIVE EAV CULTURE OR POLYMERASE CHAIN RECATION 
(PCR) TEST FROM SEMEN. 

E. "EAV" MEANS EQUINE ARTERITIS VIRUS, THE ORGANISM WHICH CAUSES THE DISEASE EQUINE VIRAL 
ARTERITIS. 

F. "EQUINE" MEANS A FAMILY OF EQUIDAE WHICH INCLUDES BUT IS NOT LIMITED TO HORSES, ASSES, 
JACKS, JENNIES, HENNIES, MULES, DONKEYS, BURROS, PONIES, AND ZEBRAS. 

G. "EVA" MEANS EQUINE VIRAL ARTERITIS, A COMMUNICABLE DISEASE IN EQUINE RESULTING IN ABORTION 
IN PREGNANT MARES, ILLNESS AND DEATH IN YOUNG FOALS, AND POTENTIAL ESTABLISHMENT OF THE 
CARRIER STATE IN STALLIONS. 

H. “ISOLATED” MEANS THE PROTOCOLS TO PREVENT THE TRANSFER OF EAV THROUGH THE APPROPRIATE 
SEPARATION, MOVEMENT CONTROLS AND BIOSECURITY PROCEDURES APPROVED BY THE STATE 
VETERINARIAN. 



I. “ISO COMPLIANT MICROCHIP” MEANS A MICROCHIP USED TO IDENTIFY INDIVIDUAL EQUIDAE THAT ARE 
COMPLIANT WITH THE INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF STANDARDIZATION AND THE NATIONAL 
ANIMAL IDENTIFICATION SYSTEM (NAIS). 

J. “NATIONAL ANIMAL IDENTIFICATION SYSTEM (NAIS)” MEANS A NATIONAL PROGRAM INTENDED TO 
IDENTIFY SPECIFIC ANIMALS AND PREMISES IN THE UNITED STATES DEVELOPED BY THE U.S. 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE (USDA), STATE AGENCIES AND THE LIVESTOCK INDUSTRY. THIS 
SYSTEM IS DESIGNED TO ENABLE TRACEBACK OF THE MOVEMENTS OF ANY DISEASED OR EXPOSED 
ANIMAL. 

K. "OWNER" MEANS ANY PERSON WITH THE LEGAL RIGHT OF POSSESSION OR HAVING LEGAL CONTROL 
OVER ANY EQUIDAE, AND SHALL INCLUDE BUT NOT BE LIMITED TO AGENTS, CARETAKERS, AND OTHER 
PERSONS ACTING ON BEHALF OF THAT PERSON. 

L. “PCR TEST” POLYMERASE CHAIN REACTION TEST TO DETECT EAV IN SAMPLES. 

M. “SEMEN” SECRETION OR EJACULATE FROM THE REPRODUCTIVE TRACT OF A STALLION CONTAINING 
SPERMATOZOA AND SEMINAL FLUID FROM THE ACCESSORY SEX GLANDS.  

N. “SERO-NEGATIVE TEST MARE” MEANS A MARE THAT HAS BEEN TESTED SERO-NEGATIVE (SN TITER 
<1:4) AND HAS BEEN ISOLATED FROM OTHER HORSES PRIOR TO BEING BRED. 

O. "SERO-NEGATIVE" MEANS A HORSE THAT HAS REACTED NEGATIVELY (SN TITER <1:4) TO A BLOOD TEST 
FOR ANTIBODIES TO EAV. 

P. "SERO-POSITIVE" MEANS A HORSE HAS DEMONSTRATED A POSITIVE REACTION IN SERUM 
NEUTRALIZATION WITH A TITER OF EQUAL TO OR GREATER THAN ONE (1) TO FOUR (4) TO A BLOOD TEST 
FOR ANTIBODIES TO EAV. 

Q. "SHEDDER" OR "SHEDDING" MEANS AN EQUINE HAS BEEN DETERMINED TO HAVE EAV IN ITS BODY AND 
HAS POTENTIAL OF TRANSMITTING THE EAV TO OTHER EQUINE. 

R. “STALLION” MEANS A SEXUALLY INTACT MALE EQUINE. 

S. “STANDARD INSEMINATION VOLUME” MEANS 10 ML OF SEMEN.  

T. “TEST BREEDING” MEANS BREEDING A SUSPECT CARRIER STALLION TO 2 SERONEGATIVE MARES A 
MINIMUM OF TWICE A DAY FOR 2 – 4 DAYS IN THE SAME ESTRUS PERIOD. 

U. "VACCINATED" OR "VACCINATION" MEANS AN EQUINE HAS BEEN VACCINATED WITH THE APPROVED EVA 
MODIFIED LIVE VIRUS VACCINE AND THE VACCINATION STATUS HAS BEEN KEPT CURRENT IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH THE MANUFACTURER'S RECOMMENDATIONS. 

V. “VACCINATED SERO-POSITIVE STALLION” MEANS A STALLION THAT WAS SERO-NEGATIVE PRIOR TO 
BEING VACINATED AGAINST EVA AND WHICH HAS A POSITIVE TITER (>1:4) POST VACCINATION. 

III. GENERAL EVA INFORMATION 

A. ALL LABORATORY SAMPLES PERTAINING TO THIS RULE SHALL BE SUBMITTED BY AN ACCREDITED 
VETERINARIAN TO AN APPROVED LABORATORY. 

B. IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT ALL BREEDING STALLIONS BE TESTED FOR EAV PRIOR TO USE AS A BREEDING 
STUD OR COLLECTION FOR ARTIFICIAL INSEMINATION. 



C. IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT FROZEN SEMEN OR SEMEN FROM UNKNOWN STALLIONS BE TESTED NEGATIVE 
BY VIRUS ISOLATION OR PCR PRIOR TO BEING USED FOR ARTIFICIAL INSEMINATION.  

IV. EVA SHEDDING STALLIONS  

A STALLION IS CONSIDERED TO BE A CARRIER IF ANY OF THE FOLLOWING APPLY: THE VIRUS CAN BE CULTURED 
FROM HIS SEMEN, IF THE VIRUS CAN BE DETECTED IN HIS SEMEN BY PCR TEST OR IF SERO-NEGATIVE MARES 
SEROCONVERT TO SERO-POSITIVE STATUS WITHIN 28 DAYS FOLLOWING BREEDING OR INSEMINATION. 

A STALLION KNOWN TO BE A CARRIER SHALL NOT BE PERMITTED TO BREED OR BE COLLECTED FOR ARTIFICIAL 
INSEMINATION UNTIL THE STATE VETERINARIAN DETERMINES THAT THE STALLION DOES NOT POSE A RISK OF 
TRANSMITTING EAV. IN MAKING THIS DETERMINATION, THE STATE VETERINARIAN SHALL CONSIDER WHETHER THE 
REQUIREMENTS OF SUBSECTIONS B. AND C. OF THIS SECTION WILL BE COMPLIED WITH BY THE PREMISES ON 
WHICH THE CARRIER STALLION IS LOCATED. THE FOLLOWING RESTRICTIONS SHALL APPLY TO A CARRIER 
STALLION THAT IS PERMITTED TO BREED OR BE COLLECTED FOR ARTIFICIAL INSEMINATION: 

A. THE OWNER OR AGENT OF AN EAV CARRIER STALLION SHALL NOTIFY IN WRITING THE OWNER OR AGENT 
OF A MARE BOOKED OR SEEKING TO BOOK A MARE TO THAT STALLION THAT HAS BEEN CLASSIFIED AS AN 
EAV CARRIER. A WRITTEN COPY OF THE BOOKING CONFIRMATION SHALL BE SENT TO THE STATE 
VETERINARIAN. 

B. A CARRIER STALLION SHALL BE HOUSED, HANDLED AND BRED OR COLLECTED FOR ARTIFICIAL 
INSEMINATION IN A FACILITY ISOLATED FROM NON-SHEDDING STALLIONS. 

C. A CARRIER STALLION SHALL BE BRED TO A MARE(S) THAT: 

 1. HAVE BEEN VACCINATED AGAINST EVA AT LEAST TWENTY-ONE (21) DAYS AND NOT MORE THAN 
1 YEAR PRIOR TO BEING BRED; OR 

2. HAS AN EXISTING EAV TITER FROM VACCINATION OR NATURAL EXPOSURE TO EAV, IF THE 
SEROLOGICAL FOR EVA TEST WAS PERFORMED PRIOR TO DATE OF BREEDING. 

V. SERO-POSITIVE NON-SHEDDING STALLIONS  

A. A STALLION MAY BE CONSIDERED TO BE A ‘VACCINATED SERO-POSITIVE STALLION’ IF A BLOOD SAMPLE 
COLLECTED WITHIN 10 DAYS PRIOR TO ADMINISTRATION OF AN APPROVED VACCINE WAS NEGATIVE (SN 
TITER <1:4) FOR ANTIBODIES TO EAV. SEE SECTION VIII FOR RECOMMENDED VACCINATION 
PROTOCOLS.  

B. IT IS REQUIRED THAT A SERO-POSITIVE VACCINATED STALLION THAT DID NOT HAVE AN EVA NEGATIVE 
TEST PRIOR TO VACCINATION COMPLY WITH ONE OF THE FOLLOWING TESTING PROCEDURES TO ENSURE 
THAT THE STALLION IS NOT AT RISK OF TRANSMITTING THE VIRUS:         

1. A STANDARD INSEMINATION VOLUME (10ML) OF SEMEN SHOULD BE COLLECTED AND EITHER 
CULTURED FOR EAV OR EVALUATED USING A PCR TEST; OR 

2. THE STALLION SHOULD BE BRED TO TWO (2) MARES NEGATIVE FOR EAV ANTIBODIES. THE TWO 
(2) MARES SHOULD HAVE BLOOD COLLECTED FOR AN EVA TEST TWENTY-EIGHT (28) DAYS 
AFTER BREEDING OR ARTIFICIALLY INSEMINATED FROM TWO EJACULATES, SEPARATELY 
COLLECTED.  

THE SERO-POSITIVE STALLION WOULD BE CONSIDERED A NON-CARRIER IF THE SEMEN CULTURE, 
SEMEN PCR OR TEST-BREEDING RESULTS ARE NEGATIVE.  



C. A STALLION MAY BE CONSIDERED A ‘NONVACCINATED SERO-POSITIVE STALLION’ IF THE STALLION HAS 
SEROCONVERTED FOLLOWING A NATURAL EXPOSURE TO THE VIRUS. IT IS REQUIRED THAT A 
NONVACCINATED SERO-POSITIVE STALLION BE TESTED AS OUTLINED BELOW PRIOR TO BREEDING TO 
ENSURE THAT HE IS NOT AT RISK OF TRANSMITTING THE VIRUS. 

1. SEMEN SHOULD BE COLLECTED AND EITHER CULTURED FOR EAV OR EVALUATED USING A PCR 
TEST; OR 

2. THE STALLION SHOULD BE BRED TO TWO (2) MARES NEGATIVE FOR EAV ANTIBODIES. THE TWO 
(2) MARES SHOULD HAVE BLOOD COLLECTED FOR AN EVA TEST TWENTY-EIGHT (28) DAYS 
AFTER BREEDING OR ARTIFICIAL INSEMINATION.  

THE SERO-POSITIVE STALLION WOULD BE CONSIDERED A NON-CARRIER IF THE SEMEN CULTURE, 
SEMEN PCR OR TEST BREEDING RESULTS ARE NEGATIVE. 

D. A STALLION PREVIOUSLY CLASSIFIED AS A CARRIER STALLION MAY BE RE-CLASSIFIED AS A NON-
CARRIER STALLION IF THE FOLLOWING CRITERIA ARE MET: 

1. DURING THE FIRST BREEDING SEASON FOLLOWING THE STALLION'S CLASSIFICATION AS A NON-
CARRIER, THE FIRST FIVE (5) SERONEGATIVE MARES BRED OR ARTIFICIALLY INSEMINATED USING 
SEMEN COLLECTED FROM SEPARATE EJACULATES FROM THIS STALLION SHALL BE TEST 
NEGATIVE TO A BLOOD SAMPLE COLLECTED FOR AN EVA TEST TWENTY-EIGHT (28) DAYS AFTER 
BREEDING OR ARTIFICIAL INSEMINATION. 

2. DURING THE SECOND BREEDING SEASON, THE STALLION SHALL BE BRED TO TWO (2) MARES 
NEGATIVE FOR EAV ANTIBODIES THAT WILL BE TESTED TWENTY-EIGHT (28) DAYS AFTER 
BREEDING OR HAVE ITS SEMEN COLLECTED AND CULTURED NEGATIVE FOR EAV OR HAVE THE 
SEMEN TESTED NEGATIVE BY PCR FOR EAV. IF THE SEMEN CULTURE REPORT OR PCR TEST 
AND BLOOD SAMPLES ARE NEGATIVE FOR EAV, THERE SHALL NOT BE RESTRICTIONS PLACED 
ON A FUTURE BREEDING SEASON. 

E. THE FINAL DETERMINATION THAT A STALLION IS NOT AN EAV CARRIER SHALL BE MADE BASED ON 
SCIENTIFIC PROCEDURES DESCRIBED IN THIS SECTION AND APPROVED BY THE STATE VETERINARIAN. 
UNTIL THIS DETERMINATION IS MADE THE STALLION SHALL BE CONSIDERED AS AN EAV CARRIER.  

VI. REQUIREMENTS FOR BREEDING MARES TO A CARRIER STALLION   

THE FOLLOWING GUIDELINES ARE REQUIRED WHEN BREEDING MARES TO A CARRIER STALLION. 

A. IF A SERO-NEGATIVE MARE IS TO BE BRED TO A CARRIER STALLION FOR THE FIRST TIME. 

1. IT IS REQUIRED THAT THE MARE BE VACCINATED A MINIMUM OF TWENTY-ONE (21) DAYS PRIOR 
TO THE FIRST BREEDING OR ARTIFICIAL INSEMINATION BY AN EAV CARRIER STALLION AND 
SUBSEQUENTLY  ISOLATED A MINIMUM OF TWENTY-ONE (21) DAYS AFTER THE FIRST BREEDING 
OR ARTIFICIAL INSEMINATION. 

A) DURING ISOLATION, THE MARE SHALL BE PHYSICALLY SEPARATED FROM OTHER 
EQUINE IN A SEPARATE ISOLATION AREA APPROVED BY THE STATE VETERINARIAN OR 
DESIGNATED PERSONNEL. 

B) AFTER THE ISOLATION PERIOD, THE MARE MAY MOVE WITHOUT RESTRICTION. 

B. MARES THAT HAVE BEEN VACCINATED AGAINST EAV OR HAVE BEEN BRED TO AN EAV CARRIER 
STALLION WITHIN THE PREVIOUS TWO (2) YEARS MAY BE RE-BRED TO A CARRIER STALLION BUT SHOULD 
BE ISOLATED FOR A MINIMUM OF TWENTY-ONE (21) DAYS AFTER BREEDING AS NOTED ABOVE.  



C. WHEN A MARE BRED TO A CARRIER STALLION IS RETURNED TO THE PREMISES OF ORIGIN WITHIN 21 DAYS 
OF BREEDING, IT SHALL BE IN A TRANSPORT VEHICLE OR TRAILER BY HERSELF OR WITH OTHER 
SEROPOSITIVE HORSES. UPON RETURNING TO THE PREMISES OF ORIGIN, THE TRANSPORT VEHICLE OR 
TRAILER AND EQUIPMENT USED TO MOVE THE MARE MUST BE IMMEDIATELY CLEANED AND DISINFECTED 
ACCORDING TO PROCEDURES APPROVED BY THE STATE VETERINARIAN. 

 VII. ACTIONS FOR NEWLY DIAGNOSED SERO-POSITIVE STALLIONS   

A STALLION INFECTED WITH EAV DURING THE BREEDING SEASON SHALL IMMEDIATELY CEASE BREEDING OR 
IMMEDIATELY CEASE HAVING SEMEN COLLECTED FOR ARTIFICIAL INSEMINATION OR SEMEN COLLECTED AND 
STORED FOR FUTURE USE. SINCE EVA IS A REPORTABLE DISEASE IN THE STATE OF COLORADO, THE STATE 
VETERINARIAN MUST BE IMMEDIATELY NOTIFIED IN THE EVENT OF CLINICAL EVA DISEASE DEMONSTRATED BY A 
POSITIVE LABORATORY TEST ON SERUM OR SEMEN. AN OWNER OR AGENT WITH A MARE BOOKED OR BRED TO A 
STALLION THAT BECAME INFECTED WITH EAV DURING THE BREEDING SEASON SHALL BE IMMEDIATELY NOTIFIED 
IN WRITING BY THE STALLION'S OWNER OR AGENT. A COPY OF THE WRITTEN NOTIFICATION SHALL BE SENT TO THE 
STATE VETERINARIAN. A STALLION INFECTED WITH EAV DURING THE BREEDING SEASON SHALL BE CLASSIFIED 
AS AN EAV CARRIER AND SHALL BE HANDLED ACCORDING TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THIS RULE. FOLLOWING 
THE STALLION'S CLASSIFICATION AS A CARRIER, THE STATE VETERINARIAN MAY RECLASSIFY THE STALLION AS A 
NON-CARRIER IN ACCORDANCE WITH THIS RULE. 

VIII. EQUINE VACCINATED AGAINST EVA 

FOLLOWING ARE THE RECOMMENDATIONS THAT WILL PROVIDE FOR A MORE EFFECTIVE PROGRAM FOR MARES OR 
STALLIONS TO BE VACCINATED FOR EVA IN COLORADO: 

• THE EQUINE OWNER’S FACILITY SHOULD HAVE AN NAIS PREMISES REGISTRATION. 

• THE MARE OR STALLION RECEIVING EVA VACCINE SHOULD HAVE AN ISO COMPLIANT 
MICROCHIP IMPLANTED ACCORDING TO NAIS STANDARDS. 

• THAT MARES BE TESTED FOR ANTIBODIES TO EAV PRIOR TO AN INITIAL EVA VACCINATION. 

• TESTING FOR ANTIBODIES IN BLOOD OF MARES BE SUBMITTED TO AN APPROVED VETERINARY 
LABORATORY. 

• A CERTIFICATE DOCUMENTING THE MARE HAS BEEN VACCINATED BE SENT TO THE STATE 
VETERINARIAN WITHIN SEVEN (7) DAYS OF THE VACCINATION DATE. 

• THE EVA VACCINATION CERTIFICATE FOR MARES BE ON A FORM PRESCRIBED BY THE STATE 
VETERINARIAN. 

• THE PRIOR NEGATIVE EVA TEST AND VACCINATION OF INTACT COLTS BETWEEN 6-12 MONTHS 
OF AGE AND OF ADULT TEASER STALLIONS.     

FOLLOWING ARE THE REQUIREMENTS FOR MARES OR STALLIONS TO BE VACCINATED WITH EVA VACCINE IN 
COLORADO: 

• TESTING OF STALLIONS FOR ANTIBODIES IN BLOOD OR EVIDENCE OF EAV IN SEMEN SHALL BE 
SUBMITTED TO AN APPROVED VETERINARY LABORATORY.  

• STALLIONS VACCINATED FOR THE FIRST TIME AGAINST EVA SHALL BE TEST NEGATIVE TO A 
BLOOD SAMPLE COLLECTED BY AN ACCREDITED VETERINARIAN PRIOR TO VACCINATION. 



• STALLIONS VACCINATED FOR THE FIRST TIME AGAINST EVA SHALL HAVE THE EVA VACCINE 
ADMINISTERED BY AN ACCREDITED VETERINARIAN WITHIN TEN (10) DAYS AFTER THE SAMPLE 
COLLECTION DATE. 

• A CERTIFICATE DOCUMENTING THAT THE STALLION HAS BEEN VACCINATED SHALL BE SENT TO 
THE STATE VETERINARIAN WITHIN SEVEN (7) DAYS OF THE VACCINATION DATE. 

• THE EVA VACCINATION CERTIFICATE FOR STALLIONS SHALL BE ON A FORM PRESCRIBED BY 
THE STATE VETERINARIAN.   

• ALL EQUIDS VACCINATED FOR THE FIRST TIME AGAINST EVA SHALL NOT HAVE DIRECT 
EXPOSURE TO AN EVA AFFECTED ANIMAL OR A PREGNANT MARE FOR TWENTY-ONE (21) DAYS 
AFTER VACCINATION. 

• A VACCINATED STALLION SHALL NOT BE USED FOR BREEDING OR ARTIFICIAL INSEMINATION 
WITHIN TWENTY-EIGHT (28) DAYS AFTER VACCINATION. A VACCINATED MARE SHALL NOT BE 
BRED WITHIN TWENTY-ONE (21) DAYS OF VACCINATION.  

IX. EVA TEST MARES  

A. AN EVA TEST MARE SHALL BE ISOLATED FROM THE OTHER EQUINE AND UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF 
THE STATE VETERINARIAN IF THE MARE BECOMES: 

1. CLINICALLY AFFECTED WITH EVA AFTER BREEDING OR ARTIFICIAL INSEMINATION; OR 

2. SERO-POSITIVE AFTER BREEDING OR ARTIFICIAL INSEMINATION. 

B. AN ISOLATED MARE SHALL BE RELEASED FROM ISOLATION BY THE STATE VETERINARIAN AFTER: 

1. TWENTY-EIGHT (28) DAYS IN ISOLATION AND PROVIDING TEST RESULTS ARE NEGATIVE; OR 

2. THE SPREAD OF EAV IS NO LONGER A RISK, WHICHEVER IS LONGER. 

Parts 9 10 – 15: Reserved 

Part 16: Statements of Basis, Specific Statutory Authority and Purpose 

II. ADOPTED: NOVEMBER 13, 2006 – EFFECTIVE: NOVEMBER 13, 2006 

THE COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE ADOPTS THE FOLLOWING EMERGENCY RULES ACCORDING TO 
ITS AUTHORITY AS FOUND IN COLO. REV. STAT. § 35-50-105, ET SEQ., AND 24-4-103(6). 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE AND COMPLIANCE WITH COLO. REV. STAT. § 24-4-103(6). 

THE COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE FINDS THAT IMMEDIATE ADOPTION OF THESE RULES IS 
IMPERATIVELY NECESSARY FOR PRESERVATION OF PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY OR WELFARE AND THAT COMPLIANCE 
WITH THE RULEMAKING REQUIREMENTS OF § 24-4-103, C.R.S., WOULD BE CONTRARY TO THE PUBLIC INTEREST.  

EQUINE VIRAL ARTERITIS (EVA) IS A CONTAGIOUS DISEASE OF HORSES THAT IS CAUSED BY THE EQUINE 
ARTERITS VIRUS (EAV). AT THIS POINT, MOST OF THE COLORADO EQUINE POPULATION HAS YET TO BE EXPOSED. 
THE COMMENCEMENT OF IMMEDIATE TESTING TO IDENTIFY PRE-ANTIBODY RECEIVING MARES AND STALLIONS AND 
TO LOCATE THOSE ALREADY INFECTED/AFFECTED WITH/BY EAV IS OF THE UTMOST IMPORTANCE TO ENSURE THE 
CONTINUED SAFETY AND HEALTH OF COLORADO’S EQUINE POPULATION. THEREFORE, ADOPTION OF THESE 
EMERGENCY RULES IS IMPERATIVE. 



WITHOUT THE ADOPTION OF THESE EMERGENCY RULES, THE PUBLIC’S INTEREST IS NOT SERVED. WHEREFORE, 
THE COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, PURSUANT TO § 24-4-103(6), C.R.S., HAS AN OBVIOUS AND 
STATED NEED TO ENACT THESE RULES. 

STATEMENTS OF BASIS, SPECIFIC STATUTORY AUTHORITY AND PURPOSE 

THE STATUTORY AUTHORITY OF THIS RULE LIES IN § 35-50-105, ET SEQ., C.R.S., 2005, SPECIFICALLY 35-50-
105 (3)(F), (G) AND (H), C.R.S., 2005, WHICH GRANTS AUTHORITY TO THE COMMISSIONER OF AGRICULTURE, 
WITH THE APPROVAL OF THE COLORADO AGRICULTURAL COMMISSION, TO SET STANDARDS AND REQUIREMENTS 
FOR TESTING LIVESTOCK FOR INFECTIOUS OR CONTAGIOUS DISEASES AND TO SET SIMILAR REQUIREMENTS FOR 
THE VACCINATION OF LIVESTOCK TO CONTROL INFECTIOUS DISEASES. THE COMMISSIONER IS FURTHER 
AUTHORIZED TO SET STANDARDS AND REQUIREMENTS FOR SURVEILLANCE, TESTING, OR IMPLEMENTATION OF 
OTHER DISEASE CONTROL MEASURES. 

THE BASIS OF THIS RULE LIES IN THE IMPORTANCE OF CONTROLLING CONTAGIOUS DISEASE AMONG HORSES AND 
OTHER EQUINE SPECIES AND TO FACILITATE COMMERCE AMONG CITIZENS OF COLORADO AND OTHER STATES AND 
COUNTRIES. EQUINE VIRAL ARTERITIS (EVA) IS A HIGHLY COMMUNICABLE DISEASE SPREAD AMONG HORSES IN 
TWO DIFFERENT MANNERS. INFECTED EQUINES WITH CLINICAL SIGNS OF EVA CAN INFECT OTHER EQUINES BY 
AEROSOL DISCHARGES FROM THE MOUTH OR NOSE. MALE EQUINES THAT HAVE CONTRACTED EVA CAN THEN 
SPREAD THE DISEASE TO FEMALES BY BREEDING OR BY ARTIFICIAL INSEMINATION. THEREFORE EVA IS SPREAD 
THROUGH BOTH DIRECT AND VENEREAL ROUTES AMONG EQUINES. THERE IS NO DIRECT TREATMENT FOR THE 
VENERAL DISEASE, AND THEREFORE, MALE EQUINES WITH THE DISEASE MAY HAVE RESTRICTED ABILITY TO 
BREED DURING THE REMAINING PERIOD OF THEIR LIVES. 

THE PURPOSE OF THIS RULE IS TO ESTABLISH A WIDELY ACCEPTED PROTOCOL FOR EVA DISEASE CONTROL 
METHODS, TESTING, VACCINATION AND RECORD KEEPING REQUIREMENTS. THIS RULE WILL ENABLE OWNERS OF 
EQUINES TO CONTRACT FOR BREEDING THEIR EQUINES WITH INCREASED CONFIDENCE THAT EVA VACCINATION, 
TESTING, AND DISEASE CONTROL STANDARDS REMAIN IN EFFECT IN COLORADO.   


